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swivel-guns and muskets. Ghalib Khan's death created a
panic in Mubariz Khan's camp. The death of the latter's
sons made him desperate. In the battle he had shown great
prowess and valour. His army was completely overthrown.
His elephant-driver received a number of wounds and fell
off the elephant. He himself received several wounds and
according to Khafi Khan "the Khan (Mubariz Khan) then
wrapped a garment, like a shroud, soaked with his own
blood around him, and drove the animal himself until he fell
dead under the many wounds he received".1 The victory of
Nizamu'1-Mulk was as complete as it could possibly be. The
losses on his side were few. Mubariz Khan was buried in the
plain outside the town of Shakar Khera. By the orders of
Nizamu'l-Mulk, the wounded of Mubariz Khan's army were
carefully tended. After his victory, Nizamu'1-Mulk went to
Aurangabad for a short while.
He wrote the following letter to the Emperor, defending
his conduct.
May His Majesty, possessor of dignity and power, foun-
tain of courage and generosity, bestow favour on the devoted
servant! Mubariz Khan, from sheer malignity of dis-
position and inversion of fate, entertained the ambition of
becoming master of the Deccan. He was prompted to act
by the advice of his light-headed friends. He broke asunder
the thread of gratitude and obligation which bound him to
me and which is known to all the nobles and plebeians,
and fell down from the pedestal of fidelity and humanity.
His action degraded him to the level of beasts; as the holy
Qur'an says: cThey are like beasts and even more misguided
than the beasts.' By clear argument in writing I used my
utmost endeavours to persuade him to give up his designs.
But nothing availed. That mean and ignorant one, in
spite of repeated advice, refused to hear useful words and
stood defiant on the high-way of resistance, persisting in
his ignorance and wickedness. The advice to refrain from
shedding the blood of Muslims fell on deaf ears. He came
forth for battle with a numerous cavalry, infantry, swivel-
guns and cannons. His army was led by experienced
1 Khafi Khan vol. II, p. 958.

